
May 29,2008

Alva DeJamett-Mffler
Office of the General Counsel

i Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463 gf

*"*
RE: MUR6004 §

lAj

DearMs.DeJamett-Miller °
> f'!•.

l~"-

In response to the Complaint filed in this case, I enclose the folio wing: == g
ro •"

1. A response to the complaint on behalf of Raymond N. Mashni, Treasure/?

2. Designations of Counsel on behalf of myself, Friends of Andrew Concannon and
Concannon for Congress A»«ign«fing Mr. Mashni as the Representative for those
entities. The response to the complaint of behalf of those 3 respondents will be
filed by Mr. Mashni under separate cover.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (989) 274-3490. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Andrew D. Concannon
Representative for Respondent, Raymond N. Mashni

Attachments



DNCANNON
May 29,2008 f*? <?,

AlvaDeJarnett-MiUer £
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission >
999 E Street, NW =?

2 Washington, DC 20463 g

C RE: MUR6004

^ DearMs.DeJarnett-Miller

O I sm writing in response to the complaint filed with your office by Mr. Jeff Timmer, Executive
<x> Director of the Michigan Republic Party. I write on behalf of 1 of the respondents, Raymond N.
fN Mashni, Treasurer of the campaign.

I am asking that your office finds that there is no reason to believe that Raymond N.Mashni has
violated federal campaign finance laws.

The complaint makes two general charges, both fectually incorrect First, the complainant
alleges that the congressional campaign committee has received contributions and made
expenditures for federal electoral activities from impermissible sources, has received
contributions in excess of the contribution limits, and has failed to disclose financial activity.
Two, the complainant alleges that the congressional campaign committee has not appropriately
disclosed in full campaign expenditures associated with trinkets and campaign paraphernalia
distributed at a St. Patrick's Day parade in County Clare, Michigan.

1. Impermissible Contributions and Expenditures

I initiated exploratory activities to determine the viability of a candidacy for public office in late
November 2007. All political organizations, unless specifically exempt, are required to register
with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) within 24 hours. Since I did not know for certain at the
time I initiated these activities that I would become a candidate, register a campaign committee
with the FEC, and therefore subsequently become exempt from IRS registration and on-going
periodic filing, I applied for a tax identification number for a campaign committee, and
completed the IRS registration process under the name of Friends of Andrew Concannon.

In January 2008,1 became a candidate for U.S. Congress, registered this same political
organization with the FEC under the name of Con«innon for Congress by filing FEC Form 1,
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Statement of Organization. This filing disclosed the previous IRS registration on the Statement
of Organization by listing it as an "affiliated" committee, but the political organizations are one
in the same committee. Friends of Andrew Concannon is not a "separate 527" committee as the
complainant alleges, but rather a precursor committee.

Prior to registration with the FEC in January 2008, the campaign committee did not receive any
contributions or incur any expenses other than disbursements made by me that I contributed in-
kind to the federal campaign committee. Exploratory activities were limited to personal contacts
and communications between myself and potential supporters and campaign development
Therefore, no contributions or transfers of funds were received from impermissible sources or

rN "nonfederal" entities, and no contributions or monies have been received in excess of the
(jj applicable federal contribution limits as the complainant maliciously charges. My in-kind
(jO contributions and disbursements were disclosed on the April IS Quarterly report to the extent
O required by FEC regulations.

1^ To clarity matters, the committee's organizational documents have been amended to identity the
<q campaign name as "Friends of Andrew Concannon" "aka Concannon for Congress."
O
jj° 2. Parao> Trinkets & Other Paraphernalia

The complainant alleges that the April Quarterly report did not disclose adequate disbursements
for expenses associated with the candidate's participation in the County Clare St. Patrick's Day
parade.

A. T-shirts. The cost of the t-shirts was $162.18, and was disclosed on the April Quarterly
report as part of the payment to Nancy Cabrera on 3/24/08. Please see attached in Exhibit A her
invoice from Saginaw Knitting Mills.

B. Car signs, truck rental and trailer rental. Two digital signs bearing my image were on
display at the parade grounds, as well as the truck ft trailer used to haul and position the signs.
The owners of the signs, two individuals, provided the signs as a voluntary expression of
support. The individuals were exercising their freedom to speech, protected political speech, and
did not intend to make a donation.

Upon investigation, the cost of the sign usage and accessories is $350.00. The individuals who
own the sign and operate the business of "Dave's Sign Rental" are not organized as a
corporation. As such, even if the provision of the signs is considered to be an in-kind
contribution rather than the voluntary use of personal property, use of the signs would be an in-
kind contribution from a permissible source. To the extent that the Federal Election Commission
views the sign as a "contribution," the appropriate remedy would be to amend the April
Quarterly report to add it

C. The4x 8 signs were printed in January 2008 by Keystone Printing, and paid by me. The
in-kind contribution from the candidate on 01/09/08 in the amount of $402.00 discloses the
payment for printing and was also reported on the April Quarter Please see attached in
Exhibit B the invoice for these signs.



D. Candy to hand out along parade route. The cost of these items was $62.69 and was
disclosed on the April Quarterly report as part of the payment to Nancy Cabrera on 3/24/08.
Please see attached in Exhibit Cher receipts from Sam's Club. Please note that the baskets
mentioned in the complaint used to hold the candy were the personal property of individuals and
returned to the owners after the parade.

Given the facts as discussed above, I would ifo? to E*V thf* this complaint be diwnJMed with no
further action as the complainant, the represenlBthw of a biased partisan
to provide a basis for his allegations other than speculation.

N, Sincerely,

g
'""* Andrew D. Concannon
^! Representative for Respondent, Raymond N. Mashni
T
O
ro
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

999E3treet,NW

Washington, DC 20463

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL
nfonm far each Reac
FAX f 2021210-3023

MUR« «Md

NAME OF COUNSEL:

FIRM:

W A / t S S / / 5

, Xtt
TELEPHONE- OFFICE (SO

The above-named Individual and/or firm ia hereby designated aa my
oounael and ia authorized to reoeive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission and to aot on my behalf before the Commission.

Date Respondent/ Client Signature Title

Coocaimon for Congress
RESPONDENT/CLIENT
(Please Print)

TELEPHONE-HOME
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999E8treet,NW

Washington, DC 20463

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

FAX (202)219-8923

MURt 6004

NAME OF COUNSEL: ' *+1 t*°A± N*

FIRM

ADDRESS VI '

TELEPHONE- OFfK&l$lO\

The above-named Individual and/or firm la hereby designated ae my
counsel and la authorized to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission and to act on my behalf before the Commission.

5"-t?<*
Date Respondent/ Client Signature Title

Friends of Andrew Concannon
RESPONDENT/CLIENT
(Please Print)

MAILING
ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE-HOME

BUSINESS

Infannstion It balng •ought at part of en InveHigeMon btkig oonduotad by ttw Ftdsrsl Election
CommlMlon and ttw oonfldMUsmy pravtolom of 2 UA.C. f 437g(a)(12HA) apply. Thto Motion
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

M9E8trajfti,NW

Washington, DC 20463

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL
»farm for eeoh Rean
FAX (2021219-3923

MUR* 6004 -
I/, I jf

NAME OF COUNSEL: I^X*^* * '̂

FIRM: '(*<4*«*A Af.

ADOBES* W.

TELEPHONE-

The •bovtt-namad Individual and/or firm Is hereby designated ss my
counsel and Is authorlzsd to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission and to act on my behalf before the Commission.

Date Respondent/ Client Signature Title

Andrew Concumon, as treasurer
RESPONDENT/CLIENT.
(Please Print)

MAILING Os
ADDRESS: L!L

TELEPHONE-HOME

BUSINESS
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